
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

Johannesburg, South Africa 

As I enter my eighth month 

here in South Africa I realize time has 

really flown by. Each month has 

brought a whole new set of challenges 

ÁÎÄ ÁÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅÓȢ )ȭÍ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 

ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ȰÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂȱ 

you more or less learn to be flexible 

and adapt.   

The big change for me recently 

was shifting into a new position. The 

former General Manager Oliver, 

recently resigned from his post to 

ÆÏÌÌÏ× 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ 

direction. Oliver has always felt a 

special call towards children that are 

HIV+. Now he has begun preparations 

to open a new home similar to Door of 

Hope but focusing on HIV+ children. 

His new charity, Hotel Hope, is 

expected to open in early December. 

Since I planned on being here for a few 

years and since I was the person in the 

office working closet with Oliver I 

agreed to take on his responsibilities. 

Itȭs been quite a change of plans since 

what I intended to be doing a year ago. 

  

Big Shoes to Fill:  
Following in the Footsteps of past volunteers 

 This has been one of my bigger 

lessons so far, seeing the value of 

being led step by step. In college I 

dreaded public speaking. I stuttered, 

stumbled, and was never happy with 

how things go. If you had told me in 

college I would be speaking in front of 

large groups on behalf of anyone I 

would have told you that is the most 

ÒÉÄÉÃÕÌÏÕÓ ÉÄÅÁ )ȭÖÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÏÆȢ  Now 

)ȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ )ȭÖÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ 

imaged, and most of them include a lot 

of speaking to strangers.  

 Just a month ago I spoke at an 

art auction done on behalf of the Door 

of Hope. I met many wonderful people 

with the resources to help us purchase 

our fourth home.  Soon I will be 

speaking at a school in front of 

thousands of kids who helped raise 

over R70,000 for us. Now I do a lot of 

speaking, but because of it I meet 

×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÊÏÂ ) 

×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

world.   
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News from the  

Door of Hope 
In September we 

will be opening our third 

home for children. It is 

located in Glenvista (the 

same suburb as our first 

home) and will house up to 

twelve toddlers. This will 

offer a better family 

setting for children that 

stay with us longer due to 

complications in processing 

their adoption cases. This 

can be because of parental 

involvement, 

developmental stumbling, 

and many other reasons. 

We have already picked 

our first house mother, 

Rosette and soon will 

decide the second house 

mother for this new home. 

Please join us in prayer as 

we try to get everything in 

order for opening on 

September 1st. 
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Surprises in the Night: 
Late arrivals and adventures 

Sometimes I forget the type of 

neighborhoods and situations our kids 

come from. This was definitely a night 

) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔȢ 7ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ Á ÍÏÖÉÅ ×ÉÔÈ 

some of the summer volunteers when 

Kelly, our Baby Care Manager called. A 

baby just arrived in the bin and he 

looked a little rough. I rushed the Baby 

House and we headed off into the city. 

One of our basic rules of safety is to 

never drive into the city after dark 

alone. 

We were able to check up on 

the little boy and after a bath and some 

food he was already looking much 

beÔÔÅÒȢ !ÌÌ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÈÅ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÏÏ ÒÏÕÇÈ ÆÏÒ 

having been out in the cold with his 

mom before being put in the bin in just 

a blanket.  

It was on the drive home that 

we were reminded of the kind of 

neighborhoods the mothers live in. As 

we were turning off of Doris, the street 

Baby House 2 is on, we heard shouting 

across the street. We noticed two 

groups of men shouting at each other 

until one pulled out a gun and fire on 

the other. Kelly quickly sped off 

getting us out of sight quickly. It was 

then that we had to apply the rules I 

give all volunteers who drive in the 

city. Every red light became a short 

stop sign. All four of us in the car kept 

an eye on the surroundings and we got 

back out of the city in no time at all. 

This is the reason we have kids 

ÁÂÁÎÄÏÎÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÏÎ Á ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÂÁÓÉÓȢ )ÔȭÓ 

not usually that the kid is merely 

unwanted even if usually unexpected. 

The mothers live on streets in poverty 

and fear of every night. Each 

ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ× ÉÓ Á ÇÉÆÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ 

and each meal is a blessing. I spend so 

ÍÕÃÈ ÔÉÍÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÁÖÅÓȱ 

who form our support base that I lose 

ÔÏÕÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔÓȱ ×ÈÏ ÒÅÁÃÈ 

out to us in desperation with a child 

that deserves more.  

 This why I get excited whenI 

meet with someone like Silke, a 

teacher at St. Stithians Boys School. 

Kelly and I were able to go shopping 

with Silke and purchase much of the 

furniture that will go into the soon to 

ÏÐÅÎ 4ÏÄÄÌÅÒ (ÏÕÓÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÈÙ ) ÇÅÔ 

excited when attending a boxing 

ÔÏÕÒÎÁÍÅÎÔ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÏÎ $/(ȭÓ ÂÅÈÁÌÆȢ 

Because I can remember that this 

money will go towards the 

ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 

lives. They are taken off the street, out 

of the cold, and into a home that will 

love and care for them until they can 

be set up with forever families around 

the world.  

One of our 

toddlers being led 

to her forever 

family. Our kids 

travel to the 

ABBA house in 

Pretoria to meet 

their new parents.  
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Young at Heart: 
Helping out the Youth at Troyeville News from 

Troyeville Baptist 
 Now the youth 

have begun preparations 

for summer camp. Please 

pray for them as they do 

work around the church 

raising money to cover the 

costs of summer camp. 

Also pray that this will be 

an exciting time for them 

and an opportunity to grow 

in their faith.  

 Another prayer 

request is the new project 

now known as the 

International Door of 

Hope. This is an 

organization to help plant 

baby homes across the 

world. They are still 

working out the setup but 

this organization will be a 

great help in finding a 

place of safety for the 

millions of orphans in 

South Africa alone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Troyeville continues to 

experience some incredible blessings. 

We have continued to receive 

incredible amounts of donation that 

allow us to bless other communities. 

We took two truckloads down to 

Emmaus to share with a church we 

partner with. We even were able to set 

up a tent to hold over two hundred 

people so that Musa no longer holds 

his service within his two room house.  

 One of the biggest blessings 

has been seeing the youth work and 

grow. Iȭve known most of them for 

over a year now and ÉÔȭÓ been quite a 

time of growth. We had a baptismal 

service in which many of the youth 

participated.  

   

but they soon loved it. They got fairly 

competitive so we started using more 

complicated patterns on the board.  

The ladies loved the company 

and the youth were even comparing 

amongst themselves whose partner 

was doing better. As the game winded 

down the youth said goodbye to their 

gaming partner and we told them we 

definitely would be back in the near 

future for another round of BINGO. It 

was one of the first service activities 

Carol has planned without a reward 

for helping out. It was great to see the 

turnout was even greater than 

expected. A sign the youth are 

maturing and that they can do service 

activities for the sake of service, and 

not just for the reward. 

  When we got to the 

retirement home we spread out. Carol 

had purchased donates, biscuits 

(American cookies), and other sweets 

to share. We made plates for each of 

the ladies and served them snacks and 

tea. Then we each partnered up with 

someone who needed help during the 

BINGO game.  

Another exciting event was our 

trip to a local retirement estate. Most 

of the youth had never played BINGO 

before so we decided to teach them on 

Friday night during Youth. It took a 

little while for them to learn the rules  

The youth farewell party for 

a set of Hands On volunteers.  
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How to Get Involved 

in one of the 
Ministries here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographic Memory 
A Quick Review of the Ministries through Pictures 

To contact me about 

finding ways you can be 

involved with the ministries 

here; email me at 

admindoh@netactive.com 

or call me internationally at 

+27-79-468-2005 

 

It has been an amazing 

eight months so far and it 

has been because of the 

generosity of all my 

supporters. Thank you for 

your continued prayers! 

In November I will be 

home on Holiday for the 

entire month, if you would 

like for me to speak about 

what I do here for any 

groups or organizations 

just send me an email to 

Russell.Ames@gmail.com.  

 

I look forward to seeing 

you during my little 

vacation home.  

Thank you! 

 

Top Left: Abseiling in Kwazulu-natal while 

taking a four day weekend to show the 

volunteers a bit of South Africa countryside. 

Top Right: On trips to the 

Rhino and Lion Nature Reserve 

I always try to take one of the 

toddlers along as well to see 

the animals. This time I took 

this little  boy who overcame 

his fear of animals and enjoyed 

playing with the lions! 

Middle: Playing with the small 

babies alongside some of the 

summer volunteers 

Bottom Right: A new arrival, still 

with his hospital band on. 

Bottom Left: Refugees flood into the 

police station seeking safety in May 

during the Xenophobic attacks. DOH used 

supplies out of their stock to help feed 

and clothe the thousands of refugees. 
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